








Zero question:

consumers have the right to have full

Does
‘nformation about the honey origin?

al regulation (Off. Gazz. 47/2017),

Croatia has put in practice compulsory labelling of the

country (or countries) of origin of all honeys that are
marketed on the Croatian market

With its’ novel leg



ept of the consumer

sovereignty described by William Harold
Hutt (1936). It was also in accordance 10 the
concept of food sovereignty that has

recently been given a lot of attention
worldwide.

It is based on the conc




exercised by free

the controlling power
g between ends, over

resources, wh
rved are scarce

govereignty refers 10
ndividuals, 1N choosin
f the community’s
h those ends can be se

Consumer

the custodians O
resources by whic
Food govereignty Jsserts that the people
distribute, and consume iCl
control of the mechanisms and policl f food production
and distribution,

mer has the right to choose

Basically, the consu




Croatian Beekeeper’s Eederation, backed by the
support of Croatian consumer movement, took
initiative and argued to Croatian lawmaker 10
take into the consideration one of the basic
constitutional interests of 4.5 million Croatian
citizens (i.e. consumers), sometime called

voters, to know full information about
their own food.



were deprived of full and

Croatian consumers
ledge of honey origin (?)

complete know

y Regulation (2015) complied the Council Directive

Croatian Honey Qualit
mber 2001 relating to honey:

2001/110/EC of 20 Dece
here the honey has been

However, if the honey origina
indication may be

countries of origin w
tes

harvested shall be indicated on the label.
in more than one Member State of third country that
replaced with one of the following, as appropriate:

0 "blend of EC honeys',
_blend of non-EC honeys",
0 "blend of EC and non-EC honeys' .

4. (a) the country or




Consumer rights?

The undisputable consumer right

s to know where food product
comes from 2::2:

O Croatian Food Law (Off. Gazz. 81/2013)
JRegulation 1169/2011/EU - provision of food

information to consumers

v indication of the country o
nce shall be mandatory

f origin or place of
provena (Art. 9 and 26)




Croat

[ [ )
of Rijeka ‘

Codex Alimentarius
(FAO, WHO, WTO)

Lat. ,Food Law Book"

CODEX requires the indication of the producing country
when floral, plant source, Of the name of a geographical or
topographical region Is designated on the label and it does

not have provision regarding blends. Thus, in countries were
CODEX is valid the indication of the country where the
honey has been produced is mandatory and this is not
reciprocal as itis in E.U.

ionatory of the Codex!

O DEX

International Food Standards ALIMENTARIUS

VErSE World Health \&/) Food and Agriculture
) 2 ’ - °
Y Organization \Y,5/ the united Nati

the United Nations



Directive 2014/63/EU of the European parliament
and of the Council of 15 May 2014 amending

Council Directive 2001/110/EC relating to honey




n 1169/2011/EU (articles 9

According to the Regulatio
ation

and 26), the place of origin is a compulsory indic
on the labeling. Failure to give such information might

mislead the consumer about the true origin of the

foodstuff. By the word “blend”, @ consumer does

not know the origin of the product and thisisa
' contradiction to the European
a W G legislation.
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Europe has est
honeys through
compounds May

another. The accC

countries where the substance [
By replacing the countries of origin with the word
,,b\end", [ f origin remain unknown,

residues’ limit d and the EU

plied.

Consumer Rights




ntarius is the standard valid for
ole world. It requires the

declaration of the name of the country where
the honey has been produced. Different

approach causes inconsistency to global
trading of the product.

Codex Alime
honey trade in the wh




What were the Croatian steps?

First rl% of the Ministerial Committee for changes and
smendment of the national honey regulation — Ministry of
Agriculture, 09/01/217

Meeting of the Croatian B
hamber O

+hin the Croatian C
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The result!

May 2017. Amendments of the honey regulation

(Official Gazette 47/ 2017)

ar. 8. of the Regulation (
CANCELED‘.

Official Gazette
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All imported honeys have tO
y or country of origin.

are packed In these

Italy and Cyprus.
be labeled with the countr

id only for honeys that
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